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DIGEST 

Dismissal of a protest against the award of a subcontract is 
affirmed where the subcontract is not made by or for the 
government, which are the only circumstances in which the 
General Accounting Office will review such protests. A 
subcontract is "for" the government where the prime 
contractor is operating a government-owned facility, is a 
construction management prime contractor under a cost-type 
contract, or is otherwise serving as a mere conduit between -i 
the government and the subcontractor. 

DECISION 

Castle/Division of Sybron Corporation requests 
reconsideration of our July 25,. 1986, dismissal of the firm's 
protest concerning the award of a subcontract for medical 
sterilizers by Blount Brothers Corporation, the prime general 
contractor for the construction of project No. 92497, a 
virology laboratory for the Center for Disease Control, 
Department of Health and Human Services, Atlanta, Georgia. 
We dismissed the protest under section 21.3(f) of our Bid 
Protest Regulations because we do not consider subcontractor 
selection protests except when the selection is made by or 
for the government. See 4 C.F.R. S 21.3(f)(lO) (1986). 
Castle requests that wereconsider on the ground that while 
the selection of a subcontractor is not being made by the 
government, the equipment will be paid for with federally 
allocated funds and used by federal employees in a federal 
facility. 

Castle's disagreement with our dismissal appears to be based 
on its misunderstanding of the meaning of the term "for the 
government" in our regulations. That term has a precise 
meaning and is only applicable in certain limited instances, 
not including the one presented here. Under the "for the 
government" exception, we will consider subcontractor 
protests where they concern subcontracts awarded by prilne 
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contractors operating ana managing Departluent of Energy 
facilities; purchases of equipment for government-owned, 
contractor-operated piants; ana procurements by construction 
managelnent prime contractors under cost-type contracts. 
American Meaical Suppiy h Service Corp.--Request for Recon- 
sideration, B-219266.2, July 24, 1985, 85-2 C.P.D. (1 80. In 
each of these instances, the prime contractor principally 
provides large-scale management services to the government 
ana, therefore, generally has an on-going purchasing respon- 
sibility. In effect, the prime contractor acts as a mere 
conauit oetween the government ana the subcontractor ana, as 
a result, the subcontract is said to be "for" the government. 
Information Consuitants, Inc., h-213662, Apr. 2, 1964, 84-l 
C.P.L. ll 373. There is no indication that the circumstances 
nere are such that the subcontract in question can be said to 
have been "for" the yovernment. Rohde dt Schwarz-Polarad, 
Inc. --Reconsideration, ti-219106.2, July 8, 19r35, 65-2 C.P.ti. 
ll 33. 

Tne prior oismissal is affirmed. 
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